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very sparingly with water, and is not capable or neu-
tralizing alkalies, earths, or metallic oxides. It ought
therefore to be placed among the oxides rather than the
acids. But Scheele, the original discoverer of it, was
induced,' from the theory which then prevailed, to con-
sider it as merely muriatic acid deprived of phlogiston ;
and after, the mistake was discovered, the theory of La-
voisier respecting the acid principle, which then became
fashionable, was considered as a .sufficient reason for
continuing it in its place among acids in spite of its
properties. It must be confessed, however, that such
arbitrary arrangements are no small impediments to the
progress of th$ science.

SECT. IV.
OF'HYPEROXYMURIATIC ACID.
JL HE existence of this acid was first suspected by Mr
Berthollet, though he satisfied himself with little more
than strong analogy. It has been lately put out of
doubt by the experiments of Mr Chenevix.
Formation. I* If a solution of potash in six times its weight of
water be put into a Wolfe's bottle, and a stream of oxy~
muriatic acid gas be made to pass through it in the
usual way till the potash is saturated, crystals in the
form of fine white scales are deposited in considerable
quantity. These crystals have received the name of
typeroxygtnixtd muriate of potash. They possess verj